
 
 

Newsletter 8 Spring Term 2022 
 
5th January 2022 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
With the beginning of a new year and the spring term, I wish you all a very happy and healthy 2022 and I hope you 
and your families have had a good Christmas. Thank you also for your support, good wishes and gifts to the staff 
at the end of the term.  

 
As many of you aware, the third anniversary of Mr Smith’s sudden and sad death was in the recent school 
holidays. He was an amazing teacher and a great colleague who is missed and remembered by us all. I would like 
to thank everyone for their kind comments and best wishes. It is very much appreciated.  

 
We begin our exciting new Learning Adventure this week, which will have a geographical focus. Each year group 
will engage in a study of a different continent, enabling them to learn about features of human and physical 
geography, develop their mapwork skills and extend their knowledge of different locations. They will also learn 
about aspects linked to the PSHE curriculum, exploring the lives of people in different parts of the world, including 
learning about different cultures and developing their respect for diversity. Over the next few days, the children 
will learn more about the exciting context that will be used during the Learning Adventure. We look forward to 
sharing more details with you over the coming weeks. 

   
National Increase in Covid Cases - Minimising Risk to the School Community 
The health, safety and wellbeing of all our children, staff and wider community is of paramount importance. The  
arrangements, including the enhanced measures, that were in place in the autumn term will continue as the 
children return to school so we can reduce risks and safeguard the staff and children, as much as we can. It must 
be recognised that the school cannot eliminate all risk.  
 
With the increasing and high number of Coronavirus cases, nationally and locally, we all need to continue to take 
care and remain vigilant. It is important that we remain considerate of vulnerable members of our community, as 
well as limiting the possibility of people becoming unwell. It is important that everyone with potential symptoms 
of coronavirus infection [COVID-19], however mild, do not attend school and arrange to have a PCR test. We 
would like to thank parents who have continued to follow the guidelines, including arranging for their child/ren to 
have PCR tests and LFD tests when recommended. Some children/people may be asymptotic and it is important 
that everyone arranges to take LFD tests when recommended. 
 
There has continued to be a number of positive COVID-19 cases in our school and local community with children 
and parents having to self-isolate. Our thoughts and best wishes are with them.  
 
If someone has tested positive, they will need to self-isolate. The self-isolation period includes the day your 
symptoms started (or the day you had the test, if you do not have symptoms) and the next 10 full days. If 
someone develops symptoms while they are self-isolating, the 10 days restarts from the day after the symptoms 
started. Updated government guidelines indicate someone can stop self-isolating after 7 days if they do a rapid 
lateral flow test on days 6 and 7 of the self-isolation period and: 

 both tests are negative 
 both tests are at least 24 hours apart 
 the person does not have a high temperature [for 48 hours] 
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The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period. If the person does a rapid lateral flow 
test on day 6 and tests positive, they should wait 24 hours before they do the next test. If both these test results 
are negative, and the person does not have a high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second 
negative test result and return to their education setting from day 8. The test results should be reported through 
the Online Reporting System and to the school. Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the 
full 10 day period of self-isolation. The above also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or 
guardian discretion. 
 
If the person stops self-isolating on or after day 7, it is important that they take steps to reduce the chance of 
passing COVID-19 to others. This means they should: 

 work from home if they can 
 wear a face covering in shops, on public transport and when it's hard to stay away from other people – 

particularly indoors, in crowded places or where there is not much fresh air 
 limit contact with people at higher risk of serious illness from COVID-19 
 follow advice on how to avoid catching and spreading COVID-19 

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. Further 
information is available in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 

infection. 
 
As you are aware, the government recently introduced a new national approach to daily testing for close contacts 
of COVID-19. All adults who are fully vaccinated and school aged children identified as a contact of someone with 
COVID-19 should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. Daily testing by 
close contacts will help to slow the spread of COVID-19. Once notified as a close contact, all eligible staff and 
children should take an LFD each day for 7 days and report the results through the Online Reporting System. If 
they test negative, they can continue to attend school. If they test positive, they should self-isolate and arrange to 

have a PCR test to confirm the result. A PCR test can be booked or ordered online via NHS UK, using the following 
link: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ or by calling 119. If the PCR is 

positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days (or a minimum of 7 days if certain conditions are met - see above). If the 
PCR test is negative, they no longer need to self-isolate but should continue to carry out the remainder of the 
daily tests, and only need to isolate if it is positive. For primary aged children LFD test kits are available through 
the usual routes (community test sites, local pharmacies or online). 

 
If a member of your household tests positive for COVID-19, it is important that other members of the 
household take a daily LFD test. The guidelines indicate that your child can continue to come to school if they 
have a negative LFD test, unless they have symptoms. In the event that your child is awaiting the outcome of a 
PCR test following a member of the household testing positive, you may wish to consider keeping your child at 
home until they receive a negative result, in order to reduce the risk of onward transmission. The school will 
provide home learning, whilst you await for a result or if you choose for your child to remain at home if a 
member of the household has tested positive. Home learning will be provided for when a child is self-isolating 
and not when a child is absent from school for other reasons. 

 
Household siblings of confirmed cases are advised to take daily LFD tests for the duration of the isolation period 
of their family member who has tested positive. Daily LFD tests are also recommended in the event that your 
child is identified as a close contact at school.  
 
By acting as a community to try to limit onward transmission, we not only act to protect the wellbeing of 
everybody, but also look to ensure that children are able to continue to attend school. Through taking steps to 
minimise onward transmission where we can (in the event that somebody in your family has symptoms of 
coronavirus, is awaiting the results of a PCR test, or tests positive for coronavirus), and by continuing to keep to 
the guidelines, we will be reducing the risk of onward transmission within the school and local community. The 
school will endeavour to remain open for all children, however, in the event of teachers becoming unwell, there 
may not be sufficient safe staffing levels, which could result in the school needing to close or partially close for 
a period of time. The school will continue to work closely with Dorset Council and Public Health Dorset to inform 
its decision making. The school will keep parents updated with any decisions by parentmail as soon as it can. If in 
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the event that children have to self-isolate at home or that our school has to be partially/closed, teaching staff will 
provide remote learning for each child/year group via Microsoft Teams. 

 
We are asking everyone to maintain the systems and protocols we have put in place on our school grounds, 
particularly bearing in mind the increased rates of infection including the new variant, the implementation of 
‘Plan B’ by the government and the local enhanced measures. We ask everyone entering the school grounds to 
utilise the following measures: 
 

 Utilising the one-way system at drop off/collection times including using the playground markings. 

 Utilising the school staggered timings, including making every effort to keep to your allocated time slot 
and to leave the school grounds promptly after drop off/collection. 

 Ensuring that parents do not come any further forward than the red line nearest to your child’s year 
group entrance - this is to enable social distancing for both parents and staff. 

 Considering the wearing of masks when it is busy (unless you have a pre- existing health condition). 

 Avoiding congregating in groups on the school site. 

 Ensuring that only one person accompanies your child to school.  
 

By taking these measures, we hope to reduce opportunities for the virus to transmit, with the aim of ensuring the 
wellbeing of all and enabling children to remain in school. Your continued support, understanding and 
cooperation is appreciated.  
 
Staff News   
As you are aware the school has welcomed back Miss Cole this term. It is lovely to be working with her again. In 
addition, the school has also welcomed two new members of staff, Mrs Agidbashyan and Miss White, to our 
support staff team this term. We look forward to working with them.  
 
Vision Screening for Children in Early Years Foundation Stage  
The school has been advised that the vision screening for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage has been 
scheduled for Monday, 10th January 2022. [Foundation Stage parents have been advised of this, via Parentmail, on 
the 12th November 2021.] Parents who do not want their child to have vision screening, still need to register using 
the link below [please copy and paste the link into your browser] and opt out as soon as possible [minimum of 24 
hours before the visit]. Thank you.  https://app.schoolscreener.com/Portal/#/5555/p/hUHD84/113684 

 
Flu Immunisation  
The school has now been advised that the flu immunisation for children has been rescheduled for Monday, 17th 
January 2022.  Further details, including how to give your consent or to opt-out, has been sent out via ParentMail 
on the 4th January 2022. 

 
 Reception/Early Years Foundation Stage Intake for 2022 
 A reminder that any parents wishing their child to come to Rushcombe First School in September 2022, for 

children born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, need to apply for a school place.  Applications 

should be completed on-line at Apply for a school place - Dorset Council  The closing date for all applications 
is 15th January 2022.  Please pass this message on to any families you may know.  If you need any advice or further 
information, please contact the school office.   
 
Year 4 Transfer to Middle Schools  
A reminder that parents of Year 4 children will have received information from the local authority about their 
child’s transfer to middle school [please refer to the parentmail sent out on 16th September 2021].  Applications 

should be completed on-line via the local authority website at Apply for a school place - Dorset Council  The 
closing date for all applications is 15th January 2022.   
 
Free School Meals 
For those families that are entitled to a free school meal due to income, it is important that your child is 
registered for the free school meal.  If you would like to find out if you are eligible, please visit the online eligibility 

checker at Free school meals - Dorset Council  This online form only takes a few moments to complete and will 
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give you an immediate response. We would encourage you to do this, as the school also receives much needed 
additional funding for each child that is registered. Once an award is made, please inform the school office.  Meals 
are ordered on-line via the Chartwells website, as above.  If you have any queries, please contact the school 
office.  

 

School Uniform Award 

If your child does qualify for a free school meal [due to income] and the award is granted by the Local Authority, 
the Governing Body of Rushcombe First School has agreed that those children who are in receipt of a free school 
meal award will also be eligible to receive a one off annual school uniform award. This will include the following: 
one Rushcombe First School sweatshirt, one Rushcombe PE t-shirt, one pair of red shorts and one Rushcombe 
book bag. The items can be claimed once at any time during each academic year.   
 
Attendance and Leave of Absence 
A reminder that school is unable to grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances; holiday requests do not fall into this category and will not be approved as authorised absence.  
The school is aware that families could receive a fixed term penalty notice for unauthorised absence. 
 
Dorset Local Authority has issued the following guidance:  
In law, parents and carers are committing an offence if they fail to ensure the regular and punctual attendance of 
their children at school.  Therefore any unauthorised absence, such as taking holidays in term time, can result in a 
Fixed Term Penalty Notice.  Failure to pay a Fixed Term Penalty Notice may result in a criminal conviction and a 
fine in the Magistrates Court of up to £1000. 
 
If, after carefully considering all of the above, you still wish to request permission for your child to be absent from 
school, please complete an absence of leave request form [available from the school office] and submit the 
application with a covering letter and supporting documents.  Please note that your application will not be 
considered unless a letter is attached. The school calendar for the 2021-2022 and the Dorset Council term dates 
for 2022–2023 academic years are attached for your information.  
 
Winter Closures  
On rare occasions, especially in winter, there may be a necessity to close the school. We will endeavour to remain 
open, however, if we have to close the school, we will contact parents by ParentMail via email and/or text 
message. Information will also be posted on the school website at www.rushcombe.co.uk, under ‘News & 

Events/Diary of Events’ and at the Dorset local authority website at: Closed Schools in Dorset - Dorset 

Council. Local radio stations will also make announcements at various times, but please do not contact them for 
information, instead please visit the above web pages for the latest up to date information. 

 
Further Coronavirus [Covid-19] Guidance   
Please remember that if your child/ren test positive for symptoms of coronavirus infection [COVID-19], they will 
need to stay at home for 10 days from after the symptoms started. Public Health Dorset advises that the day 
symptoms commenced or the positive test date, if there are no symptoms, is day 0 and a further 10 days of 
self-isolation is required. Your child/ren must not come in to school if they are displaying any symptoms of 
Covid 19, however mild. If your child presents with symptoms of Covid-19 they will need to have a PCR test and 
receive a negative result before they can come back to school. The most common symptoms of coronavirus 
[COVID-19] are: 

 

 High temperature [feels hot to touch on the back or chest – a temperature of 37.6 degrees and above] 

 New continuous cough [this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)] 

 Loss or change to your normal sense of smell or taste [anosmia] 
 

More details of the symptoms can be found: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 
 
It is important that anyone with symptoms is tested. If your child presents with Covid-19 symptoms, they will not 
be able to come to school and you should book a test. A PCR test can be booked or ordered online via NHS UK, 
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using the following link:   https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ or by 
calling 119.  
 
It is essential that the school is advised of the test outcome. Where the child or staff member tests negative, 
they can return to school, if they are well enough.  
 
If a child or a member of your household develops potential symptoms of Coronavirus you should continue to 
follow the guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and book a PCR 
test for the child.  

 
If your child appears to present with any of these symptoms when they are in school, we will contact you and you 
will be advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection guidance.   

 
You can seek further medical advice from NHS 111 and you can also use the Department for Education 
coronavirus helpline, which is available to answer questions about COVID-19 on T: 0800 046 8687. The helpline is 
open between 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) and 10am to 4pm (Saturday to Sunday). 

 
Confirmatory Polymerase Chain Reaction [PCR] Testing for Positive Lateral Flow Device [LFD] Tests  
Please note that a confirmatory PCR test is required for anyone receiving a positive LFD test. The PCR test should 
be booked immediately either online or by calling 119 and should be undertaken within 2 days. Anyone who had a 
positive LFD test result should self-isolate immediately in line with NHS Test and Trace guidance and while 
awaiting the PCR test result. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the LFD test and the person can then end their 
self-isolation. 
 
Finally 
By working together, we hope that we can help to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of our whole school 
community.  
 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
Mrs C Mahon 
Headteacher 
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